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Honorable  Edmund  G.  Brown,  Governor 
and  Members  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  California 

Gentlemen: 

Bulletin  No.  21-64  of  the  Department  of  Water 
^Resources,  "irrigation  and  Water  Storage  Districts  in 
California,  1964  ',    is  the  latest  of  a  series  of  similar 
reports  which  have  been  published  periodically  since  1929. 

Irrigation  and  water  storage  districts  are 
required  by  law  to  submit  annual  reports  of  their  oper- 
ations and  financial  affairs  to  the  California  Districts 
Securities  Commission.   The  statistical  information  in 
Bulletin  No.  21-64  has  been  obtained  from  these  reports. 

This  bulletin  presents  information  concerning 
these  districts  for  the  year  1964  and  a  summary  of  sig- 
nificant legislation  pertaining  to  future  operations  of 
irrigation  and  water  storage  districts. 
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SUMMARY 


As  of  December  31^  1964,  there  were  107  irrigation 
districts  and  9  water  storage  districts  in  the  State.   These 
districts  encompassed  a  total  area  of  approximately  4,666,000 
acres.   In  1964,  the  reporting  districts  diverted  an  estimated 
total  of  12,634,000  acre-feet  of  water,  of  which  approximately 
8,327,000  acre-feet  were  delivered  within  the  districts  to 
irrigate  some  2,172,000  acres  of  land.   Water  deliveries  within 
the  districts  for  domestic,  industrial,  and  municipal  uses 
amounted  to  approximately  129,500  acre-feet. 

By  way  of  comparison,  these  same  districts  reported 
diversions  of  approximately  14,309,000  acre-feet  of  water  during 
1963.   Of  this  total  9,380,000  acre-feet  were  utilized  to  irri- 
gate 2,480,000  acres  and  121,000  acre-feet  were  delivered  for 
domestic,  industrial,  and  municipal  purposes. 

No  new  districts  were  organized  during  1964,  nor 
were  there  any  reported  dissolutions,  annexations,  or  consol- 
idations of  districts. 

A  plate  showing  the  general  location  of  existing 
irrigation  districts  and  water  storage  districts  in  California 
follows  the  tables  of  statistical  data  in  this  bulletin. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Bulletin  No.  21-64  presents  statistical  data  con- 
cerning the  activities  of  irrigation  and  water  storage  dis- 
tricts.  The  statistical  data  contained  in  this  bulletin  were 
extracted  from  annual  reports  which  these  districts  are 
required  by  law  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Water  Resources 
(Water  Code  Section  22337)  and  to  the  California  Districts 
Securities  Commission  (Water  Code  Sections  20025  and  44429). 
These  data  summarize  the  physical  operations  of  the  various 
districts  for  the  calendar  year  19^4.   The  Department  has 
made  no  independent  investigation  to  determine  the  accuracy 
of  the  data  presented.   Although  many  reports  prepared  by 
districts  contained  incomplete  data,  annual  reports  were 
available  from  all  but  three  irrigation  districts  and  eight 
water  storage  districts. 

Information  concerning  financial  transactions  of 
the  districts  may  be  obtained  from  reports  prepared  annually 
by  the  State  Controller.   These  reports  are  based  on  data 
furnished  by  the  districts  to  the  Controller  pursuant  to 
Sections  12463.1  and  53897  of  the  Government  Code  and  Section 
20025  of  the  Water  Code. 


FORMATION  OP  NEW  DISTRICTS 


There  were  no  new  irrigation  districts  or  water 
storage  districts  organized  during  1964;  however,  during  the 
1965  Session  of  the  Legislature,  Senate  Bill  286,  Chapter  746, 
was  passed  and  signed  into  law  which  provided  for  the  merger 
of  the  Westlands  'Water  District  (a  California  water  district) 
and  the  Westplalns  Water  Storage  District.   In  order  to  achieve 
merger  of  the  two  districts,  special  legislation  was  required 
because  neither  District's  principal' act  contained  practicable 
merger  provisions. 


DISSOLUTION  OF  DISTRICTS 


Department  of  V/ater  Resources  records  indicate  that 
there  were  no  dissolutions  during  I964  of  either  irrigation  or 
water  storage  districts. 
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INCLUSIONS  AND  EXCLUSIONS 

Minor  boundary  changes  occurred  during  the  1964  season; 
however,  none  viere   of  sufficient  magnitude  to  warrant  revisions 
of  the  plate  showing  the  location  of  districts  and  which  follows 
the  statistical  data  in  this  bulletin. 

Chapters  1  and  2  of  Part  10  of  Division  14  of  the  Water 
Code  provide  for  the  inclusion  or  exclusion  of  lands  of  water  stor- 
age districts  upon  petition,  hearing,  and  order  of  the  Department 
of  Water  Resources.   Commencing  on  July  1,  I965,  water  storage 
districts  will  conduct  their  own  inclusion  and  exclusion  hearings. 

As  of  July  1,  1965,  legislation  was  passed  by  way  of 
Assembly  Bill  592,  Chapter  2043,  of  the  I965  California  Statutes, 
v/hich  modifies  inclusion  and  exclusion  procedures  for  irrigation 
and  other  types  of  public  districts.   More  detail  will  be  found 
in  the  following  section. 


LEGISLATION  AFFECTING  DISTRICTS 

Assembly  Bill  20,  Chapter  1,  confers  specific  authority 
upon  water  storage  districts  to  cooperate  and  contract  with  dis- 
tricts other  than  water  storage  districts  for  a  water  supply. 
Prior  to  July  1,  I965,  water  storage  districts  were  required  to 
file  reports  on  such  contracts  with  the  Department  of  Water 
Resources.   As  of  that  date,  they  are  required  to  file  such 
reports  with  the  Districts  Securities  Commission. 

Provisions  of  the  California  Water  Storage  District 
Law  are  made  also  applicable  to  contracts  with  other  districts. 
They  include  provisions  pertaining  to  the  appointment  of  assess- 
ment commissioners  and  preparation  of  assessment  rolls  to  finance 
contractual  obligations.   Also  affected  are  provisions  governing 
the  collection  of  charges  to  make  payments  under  contracts,  the 
preparation  of  assessment  rolls,  and  establishment  of  reserve 
funds  to  finance  contracts.   Assembly  Bill  20,  Chapter  1,  expressly 
authorizes  water  storage  districts  to  contract  for  a  water  supply 
from  other  districts  as  original  sources  or  as  intermediate  agen- 
cies supplied  by  the  State  or  the  United  States. 

Assembly  Bill  364,  Chapter  897,  adds  Chapter  2.5  to 
Division  1  of  Title  6  of  the  Government  Code  as  the  Districts 
Securities  Investigation  Law  of  I965.   Chapter  2.5  requires  Dis- 
tricts Securities  Commission  Investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
districts,  followed  by  a  report  and  approval  of  the  Commission 
prior  to  the  issuance  of  bonds  by  districts  whenever  the  amount 
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of  outstanding  district  indebtedness,  plus  the  principal  amount 
of  proposed  bonds  would  exceed  200  percent  of  the  assessed  value 
of  real  property  v;ithin  the  District, 

Prior  investigation,  report,  and  approval  is  also 
required  by  the  Securities  Commission  v;hen  the  number  of  regis- 
tered voters  within  a  district  represent  a  ratio  of  less  than 
one  registered  voter  for  each  two  acres  of  territory  v/lthin  a 
district  or  there  are  less  than  500  registered  voters  within 
a  district. 

The  Districts  Securities  Investigation  Law  of  19^5 
expressly  exempts  from  compliance  with  its  provisions  the  State, 
any  city,  county,  school  district,  or  other  governmental  body  as 
defined  in  Government  Code  Section  58751.   Any  district  which 
proposes  to  issue  bonds  under  any  lav/  requiring  the  approval  of 
the  Commission  or  an  investigation  and  report  by  the  Commission 
prior  to  the  issuance  of  bonds  is  also  exempt. 

Assembly  Bill  365j  Chapter  896,  amends  the  Districts 
Securities  Commission  Law  to  add  the  State  Treasurer  and  a  per- 
son experienced  in  the  affairs  of  a  district  supplying  water  for 
domestic  use  to  membership  on  the  Commission.   Authority  is  nev/ly 
conferred  upon  the  Commission  to  periodically  establish  a  fee 
schedule  which  will  result  in  the  collection  of  sufficient  funds 
to  cover  the  cost  of  performing  commission  functions  under  the 
law.   Irrigation  districts,  as  viell   as  California  and  county 
v/ater  districts,  are  expressly  made  subject  to  the  fee  payment 
requirements  of  the  Districts  Securities  Commission  Lav;,  as 
amended. 

Assembly  Bill  592,  Chapter  20^3,  of  the  I965  California 
Statutes,  is  designated  the  "District  Reorganization  Act  of  I965". 
Its  purpose  is  to  provide,  insofar  as  is  practicable  at  this  time, 
a  uniform,  complete  procedure  for  accomplishing  changes  in  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  special  districts,  such  as  inclusion, 
exclusion,  consolidation,  merger,  annexations,  including  the  crea- 
tion of  new  special  districts  and  disincorporation  of  existing 
special  districts.   The  existing  powers  and  duties  of  local  agency 
formation  commissions  to  supervise  formation  and  annexation  pro- 
posals are  expanded  to  include  approval  of  mandatory  and  per- 
missive resolutions  involving  proposals  for  changes  of  organization 
or  reorganization. 

Assembly  Bill  I892,  Chapter  2019,  the  Uniform  District 
Election  Lav;,  provides  uniform  pre-election,  election,  and  post- 
election procedures  for  the  election  of  officers  of  special  dis- 
tricts.  It  applies  only  to  districts  and  agencies  whose  principal 
acts  so  provide.   The  Uniform  District  Election  Law  is  a  synthesis 
of  the  election  procedures  contained  in  certain  general  and  special 
district  principal  acts.   It  attempts  to  provide  uniformity  in  the 
area  of  special  district  election  law.  Tae   Lav;  designates  the 
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first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  In  November  In  each  odd- 
numbered  year  as  the  date  upon  which  a  district's  voters  choose 
successors  to  those  elective  officers  whose  term  of  office  will 
expire  the  follovilng  December. 


TABLES  OF  STATISTICAL  DATA 


The  following  tables  contain  statistical  data  of  field 
operations  obtained  from  the  annual  reports  of  California  irri- 
gation and  v/ater  storage  districts  for  the  year  1964: 

Table  I  presents  data  on  v;ater  supply,  water 
storage,  and  distribution  of  water  supplies. 

Table  II  sets  forth  data  on  irrigated  acreage 
dry-farmed  acreage,  double-cropped  acreage,  and  types 
of  crops  grovm  in  the  districts. 

Table  III  is  a  directory  of  California  irriga- 
tion and  water  storage  districts. 
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